Kitchen Gypsy

is now known, in the person of his son, to the whole of the
civilized world.

But the Spanish blood in Johann Strauss the younger, deriving
from his mother, must be taken into account. There was a mystery
about his mother's origin. Her name was Anna Strobl, and little
more is known about her than that her father had been a cook in
the household of the Archduke Albert of Teschen (son of the
Emperor Leopold II and brother to the Grand Duke Ferdinand
III of Tuscany). He is said to have been a Spanish noble who had
to flee his country owing to some scandal in which he became
involved. It is, though, not probable that such a person would
have found this particular employment. It may be thought more
likely that the maternal grandfather of Johann Strauss was a
Spaniard, half-Gypsy, perhaps, and half of noble origin, who left
his country and wandered to Austria. Some authorities have
traced a Spanish-Jewish strain in him, but there would seem to
be no serious ground for this; while the mere fact of his being
employed in the kitchen points more to the Gypsy than the Jew.
In Hungary and in Romania Gypsy serfs were frequently em-
ployed in the kitchens of the great households. Jews are never to
be heard of in this capacity, so that the kitchen background means,
in all probability, that he was Gypsy. Everything that we are told
of the character and appearance of Johann Strauss the younger
suggests a strain of the Spaniard and the Gypsy. His darkness,
his manner of walking, the peculiar quality of his glance, three
things always noticed in him, spoke of the Gitano. And we must
remember that he would be ashamed of this, but not, in Vienna
at that time, of a little Jewish blood. Gypsies, in the public opinion,
were beggars and vagrants. Had he the Gypsy blood of Eastern
Europe in him it would have been universally known. On the
other hand, the Spanish-Jewish theory is difficult to assign to
fact, since, in the eighteenth century, when this romantic ancestor
was born, there were no Jews in Spain. Colonies of Sephardim
(Spanish Jews) existed as near to Vienna as Belgrade, or in Sara-
jevo, but that origin, again, would have been known. So, if he
was a Spaniard, he cannot have been a Jew and, being a Spaniard,
if there was any further mystery about his racial origin, it is prob-
able that the answer is a Gypsy dancer for his mother. And she
will have been great grandmother to Johann Strauss.
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